Paris, Friday 25th August 2017

PRESS RELEASE

BENJAMIN ALARD
RECORDS FOR HARMONIA MUNDI

We are delighted to announce that organist and harpsichordist Benjamin Alard is now
recording for harmonia mundi.
Following several acclaimed recordings for Alpha, Benjamin Alard will now devote himself
to the complete works for organ and harpsichord of Johann Sebastian Bach . A massive
undertaking, involving around 30 hours of music, which will be structured into chapters
that mark the significant moments in the life of the Cantor of Leipzig: “ This is indeed the
first time Johann Sebastian Bach’s complete works for solo harpsichord will be performed
by the same musician. Contrary to the encyclopaedic complete works so far published
(harpsichord, organ, cantatas, concertos, etc. ), my approach is to present Bach’s
harpsichord music in parallel with the chronology of his life, his influences, his travels, his
professional choices, grouped symbolically into 14 chapters, to represent the number of
letters in his name .” Benjamin Alard
Recorded last May on the Andreas Silbermann organ of 1718 (recently restored by the
Blumenroeder Company) at Sainte-Aurélie’s Church in Strasbourg, and on a harpsichord
made by Émile Jobin, inspired by models he has restored (Ruckers 1612, preserved in the
Musée de Picardie; Dulcken 1747, preserved in the Vleeshuis, Antwerp), the first volume of
this complete works will bring together pieces composed between 1695 and 1705,
under the title “The Young Heir”, and will be released on 30 March 2018, the
anniversary of Bach’s birth .

Works will be released individualy on digital and will be regularly accompanied by
videos (music videos and teasers), to be widely diffused via social medias, on the
following dates:
- 20 October 2017, first digital release with video (music video)
- 1 December, second release with teaser and filmed interview
- 12 January 2018, third release with teaser and filmed interview
- 16 February, fourth release with teaser and filmed interview
The subsequent boxsets, each containing 2 or 3 CDs, will follow a similar pattern of
alternating bimonthly digital releases of individual works and videos presenting the
musician’s approach.
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We will keep you up to date on these releases via our social media sites and those of
the (facebook, twitter of harmonia mundi and Benjamin Alard), as well as at
www.benjaminalard.net et www.harmoniamundi.com.
We are proud and thrilled to join Benjamin Alard on this ambitious project and on this
fascinating journey to the heart of Johann Sebastian Bach’s music.
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